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•- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• ff NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 January 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IS This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 7-34 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

£))□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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3) ED Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) d Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) \Z\ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 01/20/06 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-34 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 8-10, 12-17, and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Miller (U.S. Patent Pub 2002/0103822 Al) in view of Becker et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,192,341 Bl). 

Regarding claim 1, Miller discloses "a method, comprising: providing a user at a client 
terminal with selection of audio content to accompany a shopping channel on an interactive 
video casting system, the user being an end consumer of advertising on the shopping channel, 
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wherein the audio content to select from including audio content uploaded to the interactive 
video casting system by the user and stored therein, the selection of audio content made available 
via the shopping channel; and providing the selected audio content to the user", i.e., shopping 
channel is provided to the user with advertisements (page 3/par. 0014 ) and the system is 
providing video casting interactively (page 6, par. 0059) ; and as shown in Fig. 1, the 
enhancement objects may include sound and other effects for interfacing and controlling the 
audio content, see page 4/par. 0041 to page 5/par. 0044 for enhanced objects and auxiliary 
objects). In addition, the user can selects the audio content by providing his/her own 
configurations to the agent server and/or uploads the auxiliary objects such as an animation clip, 
and/or a movie clip containing audio, and the agent server stores the auxiliary objects therein for 
later playing back using Flash or Macromedia Shockwave along with the advertisement contents 
or base objects on the user's terminal (Fig. 2C & 3 A, and page 5/par. 0050 & 0051 for user 
actions, and page 6/par. 0059-0062, and note that the user can be either at the content provider or 
at the client PC using a web browser to play back the audio content). 

Furthermore, applicants argue that Miller's "user" is not for the user at the client terminal 
but for the content provider; however, in a similar environment of providing interactive media to 
the users, Becker teaches the user at the client terminal can customize their audio/video 
according to their preferences (Figs. 3-5, and col. 1/lines 55-67; and col. 3/lin 50 to col. 4/line 58 
for setting the audio preference of the user at the user's device or client terminal). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Miller's with Becker's 
teaching technique of customizing user preferences for audio as indicated in order to provide the 
user an enhanced system that allows the user to control or set the preference for their audio 
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content at their terminal in addition to the capability of audio content setting from the content 
provider as taught by Miller. 

As for claim 2, Miller shows "wherein the audio content includes music selected from 
audio content stored on the interactive video casting system" (page 4/par. 0037). 

As for claim 3, Miller shows "wherein the audio content includes an audio portion of 
programming from another channel on the interactive video casting system", i.e., enhancement 
object carries a clip as a predefined (audio) portion of programming from the broadcast stream 
channel (page 4/par. 0043). 

As for claims 8-10, Miller further discloses "comprising providing the audio content 
through explicit profiling of the user" and "wherein explicit profiling comprises developing user 
audio preferences based on the user's responses to a plurality of questions provided via the 
interactive video casting system" and "providing the audio content through implicit profiling of 
the user (page 9, par. 0099). 

Regarding claims 12-17 and 22-24, these claims for "a method, comprising: providing a 
user at a client terminal with selection of audio enhancements to accompany content on an 
interactive video casting system, the user being one of a plurality of end consumers viewing the 
content and the audio enhancements to select from including audio enhancements uploaded to 
the interactive video casting system by the user and stored therein; and providing the selected 
audio enhancements to a client terminal" are rejected in view of Miller and Becker for the 
reasons given in the scope of claims 1-3, and 8-10 as discussed above. 
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5. Claims 4-5 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miller (U.S. Patent Pub 2002/0103822 Al) and Becker as of claim 1 above and further in view 
of Pugliese et al. (U.S. Patent Pub 2001/0044751 Al). 

Regarding claims 4-5 and 18-19, Miller does not further mention "wherein the audio 
content includes Internet radio"; "wherein the audio content includes a voice over to provide the 
user with instructions regarding actions on the shopping channel" and however, Pugliese teaches 
these features (page 1/par. 0008-0009 for artificially intelligence provides voice like live human 
being for instruction on products/services; and page 21/par. 0386 for Internet radio). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Miller's system with Pugliese' s detailed features as noted in order to provide the user the 
interactive feature of voice instructions and Internet radio to the user at their convenience for 
enjoying while doing the online shopping. 

6. Claims 6-7, 1 1, 20-21, and 25-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Miller (U.S. Patent Pub 2002/0103822 Al) and Becker as of claim 1 and 20 
above and in further view of Carey et al. (US Patent Pub 2002/01 12035 Al). 

Regarding claims 6-7 and 20-21, Miller does not mention "wherein the audio content 
includes a sound effect, including a style of voice capable of being selected by the user"; and 
"wherein the interactive video casting system comprises an interactive television system"; 
however, Carey discloses these features (Figs. 1A & IB, page 1/par. 0006, 0009, 0012 for sound 
effects and television & page 8/par. 01 1 1 and page 1 1/Table 3.9 for voice style). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify Miller's system with Carey's detailed features as noted in order to provide the user the 
interactive feature of sound effects and voice style as sound enhancements during the online 
shopping as desired. 

As for claim 1 1, in further view of claim 7 above, Carey shows "wherein implicit 
profiling comprises developing user audio preferences by analyzing the user's viewing habits in 
the interactive video casting system" (Carey, pages 6-7, par. 0095-0099 for user profiles are 
based on user interactive and preset rules. 

Regarding claims 25, the combination of Miller, Becker and Carey teaches "an apparatus, 
comprising: a network interface coupled to receive interactive television content; a television 
interface coupled to the network interface to allow user selection of audio content to accompany 
content received from an interactive television network, the user being one of a plurality of end 
consumers viewing the interactive television content; a storage medium coupled to the network 
interface to store at least a portion of a user's audio preferences; and a processor coupled to the 
storage medium to coordinate the user audio preferences with the content received from the 
interactive television network by the network interface", i.e., Carey teaches the system for 
interfacing network including television, internet, and server as well as storage etc. (Carey, Figs. 
1 A and IB); and the audio references is taught by Miller as discussed earlier in claim 1 . 

As for claims 26-33, these claims with limitations addressed earlier are rejected for the 
reason given in the scope of earlier claims as described not limited in cited paragraphs of Miller, 
Becker, and Carey but also to the entire references of Miller, Becker and Carey. 



* 
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Conclusion 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to PTO New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Jfand deliveries must be made to Customer Service Window, 
Q&ndofpR (Building, 401 (Dutany Street, Alexandria, Vjl 22314. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-7291. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:30 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Miller, can reached on (571) 272-7353. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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KB 

May 03, 2006 



